


Who is our British monarch?

It always takes place in June.

A Birthday Celebration

Trooping the Colour is a parade in honour of the British monarch’s official birthday.

Think about it…



The colours of the flags displayed which side they were fighting for, if 
they were at a distance from the rest of their unit (similar to sports 
players seeing their team kit on the pitch).

The Purpose

The flags of the British Army were called Regimental Colours.

Think about it…

On the battlefields, young soldiers would regularly march 
between the lines of troops waving their flags – or Colours.
This was called ‘trooping’. This was particularly 
important before a battle.

Why do you think it was important that the Colours were 
paraded before a battle?



King George III

Trooping the Colour as a Celebration

It is thought that Trooping the Colour as a 
celebration began during the reign of King Charles II. 
He was the King of England from 1660 to 1685.

Trooping the Colour in celebration of the monarch’s 
birthday began in 1748, becoming an annual event in 
1760 after the coronation of King George III.



The Queen attends the parade and takes 
the salute from the troops.

The Household Guards Parade

The Queen’s troops, called the Household Division, lead the Horse Guards Parade 
during Trooping the Colour.



Fascinating Facts

There are 1400 officers 
who take part in 
the parade.

There are 200 horses 
involved in the parade.

400 musicians will play 
their instruments.



Fascinating Facts

The Horse Guards Parade begins at Buckingham Palace, marching along the Mall 
to Whitehall and back again to Buckingham Palace.



All the different ranks march past The Queen.

Her Majesty, The Queen then rides in a 
carriage back to Buckingham Palace where 
she stands on a dais as they salute her.

A dais is a low platform to stand on.

The Parade

The Horse Guards Parade begins at Buckingham Palace, marching along the Mall to Whitehall 
and back again to Buckingham Palace.

https://vimeo.com/170484255


The Royal Air Force

The soldiers return to their barracks – the place where soldiers stay when they are 
on duty – and The Queen stands on the balcony of Buckingham Palace with other 
members of the Royal Family.

Here, they watch a fly-past by the Royal Air Force.




